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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the appUcation. - 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim I (Currently Amended): A method for treating urinary incontinence comprising: 
applying vacuum pressure to an instrument proximate to a urethral wall ofapqliept to 

draw a portion of the urethral wall into a cavity in the instrument; ' 

forming a hole in the portion of the urethral wall disposed in the cavity; and 
implanting a bulking prosthesis through tlie hole proximate to a urethral sphincter, 
wherein the bulkine tirosthesis has a nartial cy linder shape with a substantially C-shapel 

cross section and an inner surface radint that is sized to con form to close a urethrapf the patient 

when the patient exercises voluntarv co n lrnl over an external urethral sphincter of the patient . 

Claim 2 (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the bulking prosthesis is in a miniature 
state at the time of implantation and assumes an enlarged state after implantation. 

Claim 3 (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein 

forming the hole comprises forming the hole with a needle having a lumen, and 
wherein implanting the bulking prosthesis comprises pushing the bulking prosthesis 

throvigh the lumen in the needle. 

Claim 4 (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a 



Claim 5 (Original): The method of claim 1 , wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a 
material that absorbs fluid to assume the enlarged state. 



hydrogel. 



-2- 



PAGE4I19 * RCVD AT 3I251200S S:00:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/6 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:6517351102 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0342 



03/25/2008 15:51 6517351102 SHUMAKER & SIEFFRERT PAGE 05/19 

Application Number 1 0/698, 1 3 1 

Amendment in Response to Office Action mailed December 27, 2007 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): A system comprising: 

a tubular instrument having a distal end and sized for introduction into a urethra of a 
patient, the distal end including a cavity; 

a vacuum port to draw a portion of a urethral wall pfthepatjent into the cavity; 

a needle to make a hole through the urethral wall in the portion of the urethral wall 

disposed in the cavity; eed 

a hulking prosthesif; having a parti al cylinder shane with a substantially C-shaped cros s : 

section and an inner surface radius: and 

a pushing agent to push tihc a bulking prosthesis through the tubular instrument and 
through the hole in the urethral wall^ 

wherein the inner surface radius is sized to conform to c lose the urethra when the patient 
fiverciseii voluntary control over an extern al urethral sphincter of the patient. 

Claim? (Original): The system of claim 6, further comprising: 
a source of vacuum pressure; and 

a conduit to deliver the vacuum pressure from tlie source to the urethral wall. 

Claim 8 (Original); The system of claim 6, wherein the tubular instrument comprises ihe 
needle. 

Claim 9 (Original): The system of claim 6, wherein the tubular instrument comprises a 
cystoscope. 
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Claim 10 (Currently Amended): A device comprising: 

a bulking prosthesis in the shape of a partial cylinder having a substat)tially C-shaped- 
cross-section and an inner surface radius, 

whereiti the bulking prosthesis comprises a hydrophilic polymer that forms a hydrogel in 

the presence of water, and 

wherein the inner surface radius of the partial cylinder is sized to conform to close a *e 
urethra of a patient when the bulking prosthesis is implanted in the patient with an inner surface 
coaxial with the urethra of the patient and when the patient exercises voluntary control over an 
external urethral spliincter of tlie patient 

Claim 1 1 (Original): The device of claim 10, wherein the bulking prosthesis has a substantially 
half-cylinder shape. 

Claim 12 (Original): The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the bulking prosthesis assumes one of a 
miniature state and an enlarged state, and the prosthesis assumes the shape of the partial cylinder 
in the enlarged state. 

Claim 1 3 (Previously Presented): The device of claim 1 0, further comprising a porous 
material surrounding the hydrophilic polymer. 

Claim 1 4 (Previously Presented): The device of claim 1 0, further comprising a radio-opaque 
material. 

Claim 1 5 (Original): The device of claim 1 0, wherein tJ:ie device includes a non-uniform cross- 
section. 
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Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A method for treating urinary incontinence comprising: 
applying vacuum pressure to tissue proximate a urethral sphincter of a patient ; ^ 
implanting a bulking prosthesis in the portion of the tissue proximate to Ihe urethral 

^\^\r^ne r^ the hulking prosthesis having a parti al cylinder shape with a substantially C-shapcd 

cmss section anH an inner surface radius that is s i zed to conform to close a urethra Qf th? patient . 

when the patient ftvercises vol p ntarv control over an external urethral sphincter of the patient 
wherein the bulking prosthesis is in a miniature state at the time of implantation and 

assumes an enlarged state after implantation, and wherein the bulking prosthesis includes a long 

dimension of at least two millimeters in the enlarged state. 

Claims 17-19 (Canceled). 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 16, wherein the bulking prosthesis 
comprises a first bulking prosthesis and a second bulking prosthesis, each of the first and second 
bulking prostheses comprising the a partial cylinder shape with the substantiaUy C-shaped cross . 
sectionb alkiHc prosthesis, and wherein implanting a bulking prosthesis comprises implanting the 
first and second bulking prostheses in portions of the tissue proximate to the external urethral 
sphincter on opposite sides of flie a urethra of the patient. 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended): The method of claim 20, v^erein each of the partial cylinder 
bulking prostheses has e» the inner surface radius that is sized to conform to close the urethra of 
the patient when the patient exercises voluntary control over a» thg external urethral sphincter. 

Claims 22-25 (Canceled). 

Claim 26 (New): The method of claim \, wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a first 
bulking prosthesis and a second bulking prosthesis, each of the first and second bulking 
prostheses comprising the partial cylinder shape with the substantially C-shaped cross section, 
and wherein implanting comprises implanting the first and second bulking prostheses proximate 
to the external urethral sphincter on opposite sides of the urethra of the patient, 
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Claim 27 (New): The method of claim 26, wherein the partial cylinder shape is substantially a 
half cylinder shape. 

Claim 28 (New): Tlie system of claim 6, wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a first bulking 
prosthesis and a second bulking prosthesis, each of the first and second bulking prostheses 
comprising the partial cylinder shape with the substantially C-sbaped cross section, the first and 
second bulking prostheses being implantable proximate to the external urethral sphincter on 
opposite sides of the urethra of the patient. 

Claim 29 (New): The system of claim 28, wherein the partial cylinder shape is substantially a 
half cylinder shape. 

Claim 30 (New): The device of claim 1 0, wherein the bulking prosthesis comprises a first 
bulking prosthesis and a second bulking prosthesis^ each of the first and second bulking 
prostheses comprising the partial cylinder shape with the substantially C-shaped cross section, 
the first and second bulking prostheses being implantable proximate to the external urethral 
sphincter on opposite sides of the urettira of the patient. 

Claim 3 1 (New): The device of claim 30, wherein the partial cylinder shape is substantially a 
half cylinder shape. 

Claim 32 (New): The method of claim 20, wherein Ihe partial cylinder shape is substantially a 
half cylinder shape. 
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